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could not withdraw the weapon, and the man rode off
with it sticking in the wound. " Hold back!" cried the
king to the attendants, who would have given chase to
recover the lance; " we will leave him the means of
paying for his cure."
Baeza was taken, and likewise Gibraltar; but the
Beni Merinys were again casting jealous eyes on Spain;
and the Emir of Fez, Aboul Hacem, claimed the rock
and put in a garrison. In 1330 the Castilians besieged
it by land and sea, until Mohammed brought relief to
the Beni Merinys, and drove the Christians back.
Proud of his prowess, the young king boasted that the
Castilians had been courteous to their countrymen of
Granada, coming to break a lance with them and to
leave them the honours of the field. His wit affronted
the savage Africans, and they murdered him as he was
riding up the face of the hill to visit Aboul Hacem.
That emir resumed Algesiras, and treated Yousuf
Aboul Hedjaz, the new king of Granada, as his vassal.
In an inroad upon the Christian territory, a favourite
son of the emir was killed, and his fall brought upon
Spain a tremendous invasion. In 1310 Aboul Hacem,
swearing vengeance, collected an enormous host from
the wild tribes of Fez and Morocco, and transported
them across the strait in two hundred vessels, which
plied between Gibraltar and Ceuta, bringing not only
the warriors but their wives and families, since the
emir intended not conquest merely but settlement.
The alarm of the Christians was great. A crusade
was proclaimed, and the three kings of Castille,
Aragon, and Portugal mustered their forces, and were
joined by many of the clergy, with the Archbishops of
Toledo and Compostella at their head, as well as by

